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MEDIA RELEASE – 15 JULY 2011
RURAL FINANCIAL COUNSELLING TO ASSIST WITH LIVE CATTLE ISSUE
Rural Business Support Service, based in South Australia, and part of the national financial counselling network will send a rural financial counsellor to Darwin to work with cattlemen and small rural businesses who are suffering financial difficulty as a result of the live cattle export issue.

General Manager of Rural Business Support Service, which also trades as Rural Financial Counselling Service SA, said that the service has responded to a request from the Northern Territory Government for assistance.

“In the first instance a very experienced rural financial counsellor from South Australia will operate out of Darwin, until we are able to employ a suitable person from the Northern Territory who can undertake that role,” Ms Matthias said.

Rural financial counselling services operate in most states across Australia. Their principle role is to provide a financial analysis to primary producers, fishermen and small rural businesses that are experiencing financial difficulty. They will also refer to other professionals when required, and support clients to negotiate with financial institutions and creditors. The service is free, confidential and independent of Government.

It is expected that the service will remain in Darwin for at least 6 months.

Coincidentally, Ms Matthias said that Rural Business Support Service is also currently conducting a survey into the fishing sectors in the Northern Territory.

“Providing a financial counselling service to the fishing sector is also part of the charter of rural financial counselling, but as with the cattlemen and small rural businesses, there has been very little call on our service, in the past.

“However, we believe that there are not only some current issues, but merging issues with the fishing sectors in the Northern Territory, so we have hired a consultant to undertake a survey to look at current and ongoing needs for our service,” she said.

To contact a rural financial counsellor, contact its freecall number 1800 836 211.
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