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MEDIA RELEASE – 24 MAY 2010
COUNSELLING SUPPORT FOR GRAPE GROWERS
Kay Matthias, general manager of the Rural Financial Counselling Service SA Inc (RFCSSA), today announced the appointment of a business support specialist to work with grape growers across South Australia in the major wine producing regions.

Peter Hackworth, who is well known in the wine industry, commenced work with RFCSSA today, Monday 24 May 2010.

Peter was previously chief executive of the Pylloxera and Grape Industry Board for nine years before taking up a position as station leader at Mawson in Australia’s Antarctic Territory.

Peter will work very closely with grape growers and the rural financial counsellors to ensure that clients of the service are case managed to an appropriate outcome.  
Kay Matthias said that she was pleased that RFCSSA could attract a person of Peter’s calibre.

“This is a significant appointment that will be of major benefit to the wine grape industry in general.

“Peter’s established network within the industry will play a major role in ensuring a proper outcome fro clients as well as ensuring that management and board are well informed about the progress of the structural adjustment occurring in the industry.

 This appointment also reinforces the Service’s focus on priority areas, including industry.  It recognizes the difficulties faced by those involved in the wine industry, particularly with the effects of drought, together with high costs for purchasing water and a slump in prices being received,“ she said.

 It is anticipated that a similar position will be announced shortly to support those people in the fishing industry. 
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